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© | Adoertiſement. 


HE occaſion of the following Narra- 

tive, will, I preſume, ſuperſede the 
uſe of any apology for delay in publiſhing 
of it, and my ſympathiſing friends will ra- 


ther wonder that I publiſhed it at all, than 


blame me becauſe it was not fooner done. 


I can aſſure them and the public, that it | 
was the heavieſt taſk-I ever had impoſed 3 
on me; and though a very great part of 
it was written with bitter tears, yet, their 
requeſts, the good of the ſurvivihg, and 
the memory of the deceaſed, have enabled 


me ſo far to conquer my own feelings, as "4 


at length to AY the deſign.” 5 


May God make * 8 bleſſing to your 


ſouls! I ſhall then have my reward, he 


ſhall have the praiſe, and you will readily | 


excuſe all imperfections. 


Deck, Jan, &s 1787. 
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oy M NS. JOAN MON was the ſecond daughter of 

J Mr. William Moors, of Haverſord-weſt, in Pem- 
brokeſhire, South Wales. Her Father has been for manY 
years one of the Council-men, and four times Mayor of 
that Town and Country. Her deſcent was reputable, and 
her character ſtrictly moral from her earlieſt Infancy. She 
was brought up in the eſtabliſhes Church of England, and 
with her Parents regularly attended all its ſervices. 


Put, as gaity of dreſs, and a fondnels for what are called 
innocent pleaſures, are thought by many to be no ways in- 
compatible with morality and religion, Miſs J. Moore, in her 
juvenile days, was, with many others, exceedingly dev oted « 
to them. 


Aſſemblies were very frequent in that Town, and 8 
an Aſſembly was held without Miſs J. Moore's preſence, as 
ſhe was thought to excel much in the Diverſion of Dan- 
eing. She has frequently told me, and that even weeping, 
that ſhe had often ſpent the whole of the Afternoon in 
dreſſing to prepare for the Aﬀembly, which has employed © 
the whole night aſter, and yet returned to Church the fol- 

A | _ lowing 
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lowing Sabbath, witheut any conſciouſneſs of harm. 
This ſhe could ſeldom repeat without Tears. Yet, notwith 
ſtanding this fondnefs for dreſs and pleaſure; Her ſoul abhor- 


red every thing that was baſe, mean, or outwardly vicious. ag 
| 7 You 


hus 


Three times in the year at leaſt ſhe would receive the 
Lord's - Supper. Her Soul feemed naturally framed ſor 
Sympathy, Generoſity, and Benevolence. And always very 
ſenſibly felt for the indigent and diſtreſſed. | 85 
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Sue continued this innocent, gay, moral, pleaſing Cir: 
cuit; having the form of Godlineſs, but deſtitute of the 
power, till about the 24th year of her age, when it pleaſed 
God to work powerfully and ſavingly upon her mind, and 
to convince her that ſhe was not in the way to Heaven, and 
that her religion was not fuch as would carry her thitker 
But that fhe was born in fin, her nature was corrupted, and 
that ſhe muſt he born again or periſh for ever. This con. 
viction brought on very great diſtreſs of mind, and even 
hurt her bodily health. Painful reflections for having live 
ſo long without God in the world; and loving and {ervi:, 
the creature more than the Creator. Bitter ſtings of inwat( 1 
guilt, and dreadful fears leſt it were now too late to return 
or that her fins were too great to be forgiven, filled he 
with ſuch abiding ſorrow, that ſhe wept day and night; he A 
appetite departed from her, the bloom in her cheeks faded 


and the gay ſprig-tly Miſs J. Moore was transformed nd. . 
the Appearance of a Magdalene. Ab 
No wonder that ſhe now violently proteſted againſt he 4 - 
former courſe of life, broke off at once, ſrom all her forme. 5 
gay companious, and frequented the Methodiſt Meetings pe 
for ſhe laboured under an intolerable burden which none « a 
h 
gan 


th E 
her former acquaintance could remove; ſhe felt an inward 
„ound which all the pleaſures of life c- ould not heal, and 
bus ſhe continued for ſeveral months. 


Of . . 
Her friends were very deeply concerned to ſee her, (as 


hey. thought) thus miſerably metamorphos'd, and miſtaking 


he cauſe, began very violently to exclaim againſt the Me: 
hodiſts, as the only inflruments of all this miſchief; and 
oncerted a remedy, viz to prevent her going to hear them. 
She was ſent into the country, forced into company, enter- 
ained with Cards and Muſic, but all would not du. Tice 
ere miſerable comforters. They could not charm her di- 
Faſe away. No change of place or company could divert 
Fer mind from the gloomy ſubject; ſhe returned from the 
ountry much worle than ſhe went. 


Oh. 


Once by the united efforts of many of her acquaintance, 
Te was over periuaded to go again to the Ailembly. 
7 Sic rclolved as the went that ſhe would be notting more 
"Than a ſpectator, but too foon the felt her own imbecility, 


"Bn the baleful eflects of treading on the devil's ground. 


he 
*. A genileman of her acquaintance drag'd her forth into 
"She ring and infilted upon her being his partner. She went 
int 


ut once down the room, but this was too much, for now if 
flible her diſtreſs was tentold greater than ever. A hor. 
r of great darkneſs overwhelmed her; deſpair came upon 
er like an armed man. She thought {he had committed 
e unpardonable ſin, and there*was no more room leſt for 


ing pe; till by the judicious counſel, advice, and prayers of 
ie 0 
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pious Miniſter, ſhe was a little alleviated, and her hope 
gan to revive again. Now ſhe wis more refolute againit 


e bewitching ſnares» of the world than ever; gave a for- 
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mal divorce to all its ale ments, and diligently attendec 
the preaching of God's Word, aud other of the means 6 
Grace among the Methodiſts. But ſhe had not yet got rid 
of her burden; and ſome of her friend, ſuggeſted to her fa 
ther, that the Methodiſts had turned ſome people mad, and 
perhaps it might be the caſe with his daughter, if he ſuffere 
her to go on thus. They therefore adviſed him, out d 
pure kindnels, to uſe his authority, and prohibit her goin 
to hear them. The Father's aflections were intenſely hxe 
on his. Daughter, and to preſerve her reaion, or promoie 
her happineſs, he could almoſt have ſubmitted to any thing: 
ſo one day taking a it opportunity, he called her aſide, tolc 
her, he was informed that hearing the Methodiſts was the 
cauſe of all her diſtreſs; was ſorry that ſhe had taken t 
follow them; wiſhed that ſhe would content herſelf with ge 
ing to Church, and faid he mult inſiſt upon his command 
being obeyed, and that ſhe would promiſe to hear theſe pec 
ple no more. She was greatly ſurpriſed at this ſudden ant 
ſevere addreſs, for ſhe had never known any thing like 
from her father before. She replied, © Sir, I am ſorry y 
have been ſo wrongly informed, it has been among thel 
people only that I have found relief; their profeſſion an 
praflice, ſeems to me, truly chriſtian, and I cannot la 
any danger can attend my going among them: I have four 
their ſermons and their converſation really profitable; I a 
ſorry therefore that you ſhould think of depriving me of th 
happincſs.” He faid, “ You were brought up to the Churc 
your parents and all your anceſtors attended that Churc 
why can't you be content to tread in the old beaten pat 
which they have gone before you ? What do you think! 
become of them? They knew nothing of this new religio 
of the Methodiſt, and yet I hope they are gone to Heaven 
She replied, © I never knew what I went to Church fo! 
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nor indeed what the Church meant, till 1 heard theſe Peo- 


ple, and whatever may become of my anceltors, I know, 


that though I went to Church, I was yet in the broad road 
to hell, till lately that God has been pleaſed to turn my feet 
to his Statutes.” He ſaid, „It does not ſignify, I muſt in- 
ſilt upon it, by the authority of a father, that you go to hear 
tem no more.“ 


Her very ſoul vas pierced at theſe words. She pauſed 
awhile, not knowing what to anſwer, when theſe words came 
into her mind. * He that loveth father or mother more 
than me, is not worthy of me.” She fell upon her knees at 


bis feet, while floods of ſorrow guſhed from both her eyes, 


and ſhe replied, “ My dear and honoured Father, what can 
have moved you to this ſeverity, to add to my diſtreſs? has 
any part of ny conduct ever proved me undutiful ?” He an- 
ſwered, © no.” She added, © I have always held your in- 
junctions ſacred, nor do 1 mean to be leis dutiful in future; 
but I am ſenſible my ſoul is in danger of everiaſting ruin; I 
ſce I muſt have more religion than I have ever yet had, or 
perith for ever. Tis among this people that IJ have been 
taught the way of ſalvation, and therefore, whatever be the 
conſequence, in a matter where my duty to God and my 
own eternal intereſt is to nearly concerned, I muſt obey 
God rather than man.” The dear old gentleman could no 
longer ſtand his ground; he found himſelf fairly conquered 
by this virtuous heroic expoſtulation of a darling child; 
melted with paternal tenderneſs, he took her from her knees, 
embraced her in his arms, bid her compole herlelt, and pro- 
miſed he would hinder her no more; and he was as good 
as his word. 


Having now fairly cloped out of the ſnares which had 
| been 


1) 


been thus laid for her, ſhe ſteadily purſued lier courſe with- 
out any outward oppoſition, unleſs it was now and then a 
little of the laſh of the tongue from ſome of her former ac- 
quaintance, who thought it their duty to langh at religion, 
to keep themſelves in countenance ; but this ſhe did not 
mind, for the knew the time of their laughter would be but 
ſhort.——She now gladly embraced every opportunity of at- 
tending all the means of grace : early and late ſhe ſearched 
the ſacred pages, with fervent prayer, and ſtrong delire. J he 
preaching of the Goſpel was to her the moſt plealing enter— 
einment. The melodious Songs of Zion the moſt delight- 
ful muſic; and the worſhipping Congregations of God's pco- 
ple, the beſt aſſemblies. But ſtil] ſhe ſought, ſorrowing, 
him whom her ſoul loved; ſhe fought him, but ſhe found 
him not, till one evening, encouraged by the ſermon the 
had heard, ſhe reſolved to ſpend the whole night in wreſt- 
ling with God in prayer, like Jacob, and to give nv fleep 


e 


to her cyes, unleis he ſhould bleſs her with a ſenſe of his 
pardoning Love. She continued her ſupplications till the 
morning, when nature failing, ſhe ſaid, © Lord thou ſceſt 
that my ſtrength fails, I can do no more; and mui}, I now 
give up the fruitleſs conteſt ; wilt thou rejett a poor linner's 
prayer; and mult J yet go empty from thy throne ? the 
light of the morning 1s again approaching, O let the light of 
thy countenauce be manifeſted to my poor guilty foul ! but, 
I am not worthy ; if thou ſendeſt me to hell, I have but my 
deſert ; yet even there I] clear thy juſtice, and glorify thy 
name. But did not Jeſus die to ſave ! is not his blood of 
infinite merit. O waſh me in that open fountain. Lord 
remember Calvary, and let me not go without thy bleſſing.“ 
In that very moment were theſe words applied io her mind, 
„J will be merciful to thy unrighteoulſneſs, and thy fins, 
and thy iniquities I will remember no more,” 


She 
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She was now enabled to believe, and to fee her intereſt 
in the new covenant. Her load fell oft, her fears were 
gone, and ſhe could rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus; but ſhe ex- 
claimed again, © what me Lord, and can it be that thou 
ſhouldeſt ſhew mercy to me!” Her eyes flowed {aft with 
tears of love and joy, and ſhe laid © O Lord I will praiſe 
thee. , 

She knew not how to give over her thankſgiving, but 
nature called for reſt. ſo ſhe laid her down and took fome 
comfortable fleep, and when ſhe aroſe. could not refrain 
from telling all her friends what the Lord had done for her. 
And I may fay from that time, to heriJateſt moments, her 
lips and her life were filled with the praiſes of God. For 


though ſhe may have had at times her conlidence ſhaken, and 


her joy interrupted, yet ſhe never loft her hold of Chriſt, 


living or dying. 


Now ſhe went on her way rejoicing. Chriſt was above 
all things precious to her ſoul. The means of grace were 
more and more delightful. Her time, talents, and ſubſtance 
were all laid out for God. Viſiting the ſick and afflicted, 
and relieving the neceſſitous were her delightful recreations. 
About a year and a half was ſpent in this employment, be- 
lore I knew her; for ſix months of which, I think, ſhe has 
told me, ſhe did not know what it was to have her inter- 
courle with God interrupted, but fleeping or waking, walk- 
ing or reſting, at home or abroad, in the Church or in the 
market, in company or alone, eating or taſting, ſhe always 
enjoyed a ſenſe of Chriſt's preſence with her, and of his 
love to her ſoul, and would frequently exult greatly in re- 
peating theſe admirable words. 


Nor 


| 
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Not a doubt can ariſe, ? 
To darken the ſkies, 
Or hide for a moment my Lord from my eyes. ; 


Afterwards indeed ſhe did ſuffer interruptions, hut the 
blamed herſelf for it, and thought that all ſpiitual deſerti- 
ons, or hidings of God's face from his children, was the pu- 
niſhment of ſome unfaithfulneſs. 


But, thus I found her, employed as before deſcribed, 


when kind Providence directed my. wandering ſteps to Ha- 


verdford-Weſt From my firſt acquaintance with her, 1 
thought there never was a woman that more fully anſwered 
Milton's deſcription of Eve. © Grace was in all her ſteps, 
Heaven in her eye, in every geſture dignity and love.” 


Here all my conjugal thoughts were fixed, and after a- 
bout twenty months acquaintance, our hands were joined 
by the Rev. Mr. ]. Weſley, in St. Martin's Church, Ha- 


verdford-Weſt, on the third of May, 1781. An. event 
- which I have reaſon to record, as one of the moſt remark- 


able bleſſings of a beneficient Providence, that has attended 
the whole hiſtory of my life ; and have only reaſon to la- 
ment, leait my unworthineſs of fo great a favour, ſhould 
have been the caule of. her being taken ſo ſoon from me. 


Three years and three-quarters ſhe bore the fatigues of 


the itinerant life with me; in all which her truly chriſtian 
example not only gained the eſteem of all, profeſſors and 


profane, but I have rcaſon to believe was made uſeful to 
many, in ſtirring up their dormant zeal, reviving their droop- 
ing hopes, and preſſing them on cowards the mark, for .the 
prize of our high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 


The 
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The moſt pious were her moſt intimate acquaintance, and 
among theſe ſhe was greatly beloved, though ſhe had the 


good word, and the good will of all; for even malevolence 
itlelf could not find occalion to ſpeak evil of her. 


I thought myſelf the happieſt of men, in the poſſeſſion of 
ſo invaluable a treaſure. While I was endeavouring to re- 
commend Chriſt and his Golpel to poor ſinners, by public 
preaching, ſhe abundantly confirmed it by her private con- 
duct, and rendered my perlon and ſervices abundantly 
more honourable and uleful, by my near and happy con- 
nedlion with her. 


But ah! how ſlender is our tie on earthly bliſs. 


The remainder of the too ſhort time we lived together, (but 
a little more than five years, and four months) was ſpent in 
Dock, of which I necd ſay nothing to thoſe who knew her. I _ 
believe her memory is dear to them. But for their ſakes who 
had not the happineſs of perſonal acquaintance, as well as to 
revive the memory of her in thoſe to whom I know it will 
| be dear, I ſhall make free, briefly, to relate what I perſon- 
ally knew of ſome of her truly chriſtian excellencies. 


1. She was exceedingly circumſpett. Her chief ambition 
was to be a uniform chriſtian. She was no time ſerver, but 


at all times, and in all companies, ſhe had but one thing in 
view, and that ſhe wiſhed every body to know. The ge- 


neral tenor of her converſation ſavoured ſo much of Heaven, 

that it was evident to all, her heart was already there. She 
loved to enter deep jnto chriſtian experience, when the got 
into company with perſons of her own ſtamp. She could 
never bare levity, or trifling, much leſs evil ſpeaking. She 
ſcarce took a morſel of bread without giving thanks. She 
| | counted 
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riſe higher-than heathen moraluy ; 


| „ 
ceunted the Sabbath of the Lord a delight ; and for the bet- 


ter enjoyment of it, would in genera) have no meat drefjed 
on that day. 


| Froh her firſt. conviction ſhe had thrown away all gaudy 
luperfluitics of dreſs, and always oblerved a decent plainneſs 


in her apparel, as heſt becoming thoſe who profels to be dead 
to the world. 


As to honeſty, juſtice, temperance, they are 
ſcarcely to be called chriſtian virtues, becaule they do not 
but in all theſe ſhe was 
lingularly circumſpeét, and would ſooner ſuffer want, than 
contract any debt without a probability of paying, and re- 
joiced much in having it to ſay that ſhe owed no one any 


thing but love. 


2. She had great tenderneſs of conſcience ; ſo that I be- 
lieve ſhe could literally adopt the language of the Apoſtle, 
LS. 8 13. 
cerning any thing, ſhe would be ſure to take the ſafeſt fide ; 
ſuch, for Ping as avoiding having any thing to do with 
contraband or ſmuggled goods. 


If ever an unkind thought of any one was ſuggeſted to her 
mind, ſhe would not reſt till ſhe had ſpoken to that perſon 
face to face. 


feared ſin more than hell. 


3. She had very great meltings of heart at the throne of 


grace, and would pour out a flood of humiliating, ſelf-de- 


baſing, and ſupplicating language, with ſtrong cries and tears, 
She woly wreſtled with God. 


* 


4. She 


If ſhe had any ſcruple upon her mind con- 


I have known her to weep bitterly for the 
feeling of a wrong thought.--It may be truly ſaid of her, ſhe 


6 


4. She fervently hungered and thirſted after righteouſneſs. 
To maintain conſtant and ſenſible communion with God 
was the mark ſhe aimed at, and in a great meaſure attained. 
If the cares of a family, or other perplexities at any time in- 
terrupted, ſhe wept bitterly for it before the Lord, and 


would not reſt till he ſhould be pleaſed to lift up the light of 


his countenance again. 

5. She had at times much joy in the Lord. Oh! how 
have my captivated attention been charmed, while ſhe has 
made her boaſt in the Lord, and in his righteouſneſs, and 
feelingly related what he had graciouſly done for her ſoul. 
My frozen heart has frequently been warmed with her fire. 
and my ſoul has catched the flame, while ſhe ſung 


« I the chief of ſinners am, But Jeſus died for me.“ 


6 She had a moſt tender regard for the ſouls of poor fin- 
ners: This, I believe, was one great argument, among o— 
thers,. that induced her to beſtow herieli on me; conchiding 
that ſhe ſhould thereby contribute io much the more to the 
important work of calling ſinners to repentance. 


7. She had moſt cordial love to the ſaints, without diſtinc- 
ion of names, or ſects, or parties; and without partiality to 


ircumſtances. The poor of Chriſt's flock were her conſtant . 


Friends. 


8. She had much zeal for the hs of Chriſt, and the 
romotion of the Goſpel, and could deny herſelf the con- 


eniencies, and even the neceſſaries of life, rather than it 
ould be hindered. 


9. She 
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felt any thing for unkindneſſes received, it was grief, bu 


{ 14 ) 
9. She was truly dead to the world, and looked with pity 


upon all thoſe, eſpecially among religious profeſſors, who 
affected a conformity to it, as perſons not ny at liberty, 


but enſlaved. - 


10. She had uncommon fortitude and patience under 
ſuffering. She ſuffered much bodily pain and ficknels from 
her firſt conviction, by the delicacy of her conſtitution, but 
was evidently ſupported from the conliderations, that it was 
far leſs than ſhe deſerved, and that God was chaſtening her 
in love. I have frequently known her to triumph, but never 
knew her depreſſed under ſickneſs but once. Several times 
ſhe had been brought to the very gates of death, and ſaid 
ſhe was ſorry to find herſelf coming back again; and in her 
laſt illneſs ſhe told me, ſhe did not wiſh to recover but for 
my lake. 


11. Her meekneſs, gentleneſs, and eveneſs of temper 
was truly enviable. This I cannot think of but my wound 
bleeds afreſh. I am naturally of a quick and haſty temper, 
but oh! how has her heavenly meekneſs; her ſweet ſere— 
nity, and gentle ſuaſion ſoftened my ferofity, and buſh'c 
every turbulent paſſion in my breaſt. She was indeed to me 
as a guardian Angel. Under contradiction I have admared 
her fortitude ; for ſhe was © like calm, unruffled, ſummer 
ſeas.” It ſeems as tho' ſhe could not be angry. If ever ſhe 


anger, reſentment, malice, guile, were ſtrangers to he 


breaſt. One of my greateſt grieſs at preſent is, leaſt at an 
time I may have given her juſt cauſe to grieve; for this, 11 


for all other things, I need the blood of ſprinkling. 
«* Cleanſe thou me, O God, from my ſecret faults.” “ 
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12. She poſſeſſed one excellency more, which is not com- 
mon to her ſex; ſhe was flow to ſpeak, which partly aroſe 
from her great difidence, and partly from a tenderneſs of 
conſcience, leaſt converſe with mortals ſhould interrupt her 
happier intercourſe with God. On this account ſhe never 
made any very great noiſe in the Church nor in the world 


for that genuine humility, and habitual mean opinion of 


herſelf, which always attended her, made her frequently 
give place to thoſe who I am perſuaded knew much leſs of 
the things of God than ſhe did. She deſired to fit at the 
feet of all, and counted herſelf leſs than the leaſt. She 
ſhone more in private than in public. None knew her but 
her moſt intimate friends, nor had they ever proper ſenti- 
ments of her real value, till they ſaw her take wing and 
mount for Heaven. 


I hope none of my friends will think me laviſh in the 
praiſes of a Wife, and ſay my partial picture was drawn by 
blind affection. If I had indeed exceeded a little here the 
common bounds of moderation, I ſhould be excuſable, as 
the heavenly names of dutiful, affectionate, and pious, ſo 


rarely meet in the character of a huſband or a wife, and if 


they do, they far more ſeldom find a“ Help meet.” 


But whatever graces ſhe poſſeſſed, the praiſe was not hers. 
She gave them not herſelf. I have ſhewn, they came from 


above, the ſpontanious fruit of redeeming grace and dying 


love. Let the praiſe then be given to the divine Author ; 
« who loved her, and waſhed her in his own blood.” To 


his glory, I am perſuaded, that they who beſt knew her, 


will join me in confeſſing that ſuch a group of the ſocial, 
maternal, 
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maternal, and chriſtian graces, living and ſhining in one bh 
perſon, is rarely to be found. = 


iſh ye 


Ore t 


"Twas heaven beſtowed the boon, a favour far too great 
for me cver to have expected; and ſhall I murmur that God Ine (x 
Has reſumed what he gave! He has done me no wrong; he ,gutd 
has taken but his, own, and yet my rebellious heart cannot ot ho 


. ceaſe to repine. | | can! 


O God! forgive my fin, andhelp my ſouls infirmity. n 4 
Two ſweet babes ſhe had born me before this which coſt Ne 
her her life. Her labour was very favourable, and on the. 
fifth day after, which was Sabbath-day, was ſo well as to ſit 
up an hour, and read ſeveral paſſages in the Bible, tho 
complained a little of inward pains. -The monday 
after, ſhe ſat up to tea with ſome friends, but ſtill com- 
plained of inward pains, which nobody thought uncom- 
mon, but on Tueſday it proved to be a Dyſentery, and on 
— Thurſday evening terminated in death. Applications were va 
made by gentlemen of the firſt ſkill, but to no purpoſe.— 4. 
It appeared the ſummons was come for her diſſolution. 


After my ſervices were ended on Sabbath-day evening, 1 
- fat ſome time with her, when ſhe told me ſhe heard ſinging, C 
and aſked if any were ſinging hymns below; I went to ſee, er 
but found none, upon which I thought it might be the effect 
of imagination. | | | 3s 


On Monday afternoon as I was fitting by her bed-{ide, 
ſhe aſked me if I was willing to part with her, I ſaid, «© why 
| | 8 do 


C19; 1 

> you aſk me fuch a queſtion ?” ſhe anſwered, © becauſe I 1 

ought- laſt night that I was ſeized with death.” I ſaid, 

why, my dear, did you not inform me of this before ?” 
he ſaid “ you had got enough to think of without it.” I 

id, „ my dear, if you thought there was any danger, I 

ih you had informed me, for it will hurt me abundantly 
il Kore to be kept in 1gnorance, than it will to know the worlt.” 
a Be laid, “ do you think you can give me up, if the Lord 
© FThould be pleaſed to take me!” I ſaid, « my dear, I know 
TU Yot how I may be if ſuch a trial ſhould come, but at preſent 
cannot give my conſent; I would wiſh if the Lord will, 
at we might ſpend a little more time together here, or elſe 
at he would be pleaſed to take me with you, for I cannot 
are the thought of ſtaying behind.” She replied, « Oh! 
ut God has given you a Church, and greatly bleſſed your 
bours, and you mult ſtay behind and preach.” I had now 
wugh for one time, and was obliged to quit the room; 


ough I could not then diſcern any viſible danger, nor 
Po who attended her. 


NL 


9 


Tueſday ſhe ſuffered ſo much from internal pains, as to 
duce her fo low, that ſhe could ſay but little; but I think 
was «the. forenoon of this day, as I was ſtanding by her 
d-ſide, ſhe looking earneſtly in my face ſaid, If Chriſt 
ad not died for me, I ſlrould be of all creatures the moſt | 
iſerable ; but 7 know he died for me, he died for me!“ 


On Wedneſday her pain was greatly abated, and ſhe 
emed very chearful all day, and exhorted all about her to 
vote themſelves to God. My apprehenſions of danger 
ade me unable to be in the room much, and when I was, 
ould not diſguiſe my grief, which when ſhe ſaw, ſhe chid 


compoſed and comfortable frame ef mind. She deſired te 


to me. 
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me much, and ſtrove to fortify my mind, ſaying, * what arr 
you weeping for? why don't you truſt in the Lord?“ 


Early on Thurſday morning the doſed a little, and dreamy} lor 


that ſhe was very buſy about the affairs of the houſe, whic 


gave her great uneaſineſs, that her mind at ſuch a time 
ſhould be employed about the world. I ſaid, © my dear, i 
is very happy that it was but a dream,-and that you do not 
find it ſo in reality.“ She ſaid, “ No, I wiſh Chriſt te 
poſſeſs every thought and every defire of my ſoul.” 


After taking a little tea ſhe ſlept a little, and awoke in : 


be much alone that day; accordingly ſhe had only the 
Nurſe with her the greateſt part of the forenoon, to whon 
ſhe frequently ſaid, © I ſhall ſoon be in Abraham's boſom. pe, 
When I went in to ſee her again, ſhe perſiſted in it ſhe heard * 
ſinging; and ſaĩd ſhe could diſtinguiſh the tune. This I find ſhe 
had frequently repeated to the Nurſe, and ſeemed as though 
ſhe was converſing with the heavenly hoſts, ſaying, © What 
rejoicing already! -I did not pay that attention to it then 
which I have ſince wiſhed, and indeed owing to the fullnels 
of my ſwollen heart, I loſt many of her precious expreſſions, 
which had I retained, might have been of laſting ſervice 


* 


I think it was the laſt time ſhe flept on Thurſday morn- 
ing, that ſhe dreamt ſhe was dead, and that her corple Was 
carried into the meeting, an hymn ſung over her, and from 
thence ſhe was carried to the grave: which wss all literally 
done afterwards. 


She ſeemed all this tos to be in conſtant prayer and 
| praiſe 


ny 
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praiſe, frequently aſking what time of the day it was, and 


how the tide was, ſaying “come, Lord come.” A little 


longer and I ſhall be in Abraham's boſom. 


To Mrs. C to whoſe charge ſhe committed her dear 
little infant, ſhe ſaid “ how will my poor dear parents bare 


of it,” and looking in her face with a chearful ſmile ſhe ſaid, 


« why' do you grieve ? Death is ſwallowed up in victory. 
Come Lord jeſus, come.“ 


At her requeſt I aſked three of our Deacons to join in 
prayer for her. As we were ſtanding round her bed, ſhe 
looked ſtedfaſtly on us, and with. a peculiar emphaſis ad- 
drefſed us thus.—* You are Miniſter and Deacons, joined 
in chriſtian fellowſhip, you muſt never part, but love one 
another, and be harmonious, for this will be for the glory of 
God, and the glory of your Church.” (Here ſhe ſunk, her 
ſtrength failed, and ſhe complained of her head. So per- 
ceiving ſhe could not bare company or noiſe, we withdrew 
to another room, to entreat the Lord for her.) Thoſe 
words were as an Oracle from Heaven to my ſoul, and 
while ſhe expreſſed them, ſuch a heavenly ſmile fat upon 


her lips, and her face ſhone with ſuch divine luſtre, as 1 


had never ſeen before; 1 always thought her beautiful, but 
now ſhe even exceeded herſelf. The fervour of her ſpirit, 


Iche tone of her voice, her accented expreſhons, together 
with her very great weakneſs of body, evidently ſhewed,. 
through the whole of this day. that ſhe was N "Ul" 


mated. 
\ — 


I had always proved her judicious and ſeaſonable counſel 
profitable, but this day whatſoever ſhe ſaid was ſo-exceed- 
ingly pointed, and delivered with ſuch emphaſis, that it 


C ſeemed 5 
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ſeemed as though it was immediately given her of God.— 


She let no one go without ſome leſſon. She ſpoke very pa- 
thetically of the great mercy of God to poor ſinners, and his 
willingneſs to ſave them, ſhe exhorted all that came nigh 
her, to make trial of his goodneſs, and devote themſelves to 


his ſervice. 


She ſaid, „Tell Mrs. FH to watch and pray.” This 
was ſeaſonable, for Mrs. H=-— too much reſembled cum- 
bered Martha. After a little compoſure ſhe broke out a- 
gain, as though ſome one had been converſing with her.— 
% Mrs. Ch—ge met in claſs once or twice, but ſhe could not 
give up the world; I wiſh I could bring her in my arms to 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” This was the more remarkable, as 


Mrs. Ch—es name had not been mentioned, nor had ſhe 
ever any acquaintance with Mrs. Ch—ge. . 


She frequently ſaid © O! how willing the Lord Jeſus is 
to receive poor ſinners.” 1 with I could bring all the world 


to Chriſt. 


Her eyes were now almoſt inceſſantly fixed towards 
Heaven, and every breath ſeemed prayer, ſometimes with- 
out a voice, and ſometimes repeating theſe words, “ Come, 
Lord come, make haſte, come, come, come,” as though ſhe 
thought his chariot long in coming. 


When ſhe looked on me, ſhe chid me for my cowardice, 


ſaying, © why don't you pray? I would not wilh to live but 


for your ſake.” As Mrs. Ch—- and I were fitting on the 
bed-ſide, ſhe lamented very greatly her paſt unfaithfulneſs, 
but added, © I have redemption in the blood of Chriſt.” 


Not 


E 


Not quite three hours before ſhe expired, Dr. Sm-—h 
came again. The mortification had then made conſiderable 


$ a | : 
8 advances ; her breath grew viſibly ſhorter, and the hiccough 
5 was ſtrong upon her. The Dr. had hold of her hand, mak- 
ing his obſervations on the declining pulſe, and we were all 
in profound filence, when, with eyes lifted intenſſy to 
„Heaven, ſhe burſt ont in aſtoniſhing extacy, © O! Death 
8 where is thy ſting? O! grave where is thy victory? The 
„ting of death is fin; and the ſtrength of fin is the law: but 
thanks be to God which giveth us the victory through our 
6 Lord Jeſus Chriſt. — Theſe words were delivered with ſuch 
= ſtrength of voice, and ſuch deliberation, as aſtoniſhed us all, 
as and made us confels that the Apoſtles triumph was hers. 
10 


Looking round upon me ſhe ſaid, © why will you not 
give me up.” I faid, “my Gear I find I muſt give you up, 
I will, I do give you up.” She ſmiled and ſaid, “ now that's 
10 right; now I rejoice, come Lord, come.” 


I ſaid, “ my dear, I am not forry that you are going te 
as Heaven, but I am ſorry I cannot go with you; I am very 
unwilling to be left behind.” She ſaid, “ O!] but you 
vill follow me, and make haſte to follow me.” The Dr. ſaid 
Js he would ſee her again in three hours. She replied, © three 
hours! oh that will be too late Dr.” and fo it proved. I 
went down ſtairs with the Dr. and met Mr. H— at the door, 
hen we entered the room again, ſhe was ſinging of a 


I had the thought to obſerve either the words or the tune. 
I ſaid, © my dear you will increaſe your convulſion, why do 
You attempt to ſing?” She rephed, “ ſing! Why ſhould I 
"wot? my Lord ſang for me.” As we were all fitting ſilent, 
ie ſaid, O the terrible judgments that God has prepared 


yot for 


Iymn, which fo ſurpriſed me, that I interrupted her before 
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for the wicked!” Mr. H. ſaid, „but you are not afraid of 
them,” ſhe ſaid © no, but I have been very unfaithful, I de- 
- ſerve to be ſent to hell, and to be damned after all.” Mr. 
H— faid © that is a matter that 1s already provided for.” 
She ſaid, © yes, the blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from 


all fin.” 


We were all greatly refreſhed under Mr. H—'s prayer, 
and I believe he was greatly ſatisfied in her experience. 


She now laboured for breath, and could ſpeak but little. 
I faid, „ my dear have you any charge to leave?“ She 
ſaid © no.” What ſhall J fay to your parents?“ She ſaid, 
« Tell them all has been done, that could be done.“ Have 
you any thing to ſay about your children?“ She ſaid, * 
leave them in the Hands of a gracious God.” I faid, ** Mrs, 
Ro— will take the youngeſt to nurſe.” She ſaid, © that it 
well; now it is finiſhed,” She could ſpeak no more afte 
this. | 


Mr. C came providentially in, and I deſired him te 
commend her ſoul to God in prayer. After prayer wa 
over, I put my arm under her head, and thought I woulc 
ſuſtain it till ſhe breathed her laſt. Her countenance w: 
delightfully ſweet ; ſerene and chearful as the riſing mon 
in ſpring. I aſked her once more to ſpeak, but death ha- 
ſpoiled the organs of ſpeech, and juſt then he threw his la 
fatal ſhaft, which pierced her very vitals. A convulſion 
ſeized her whole frame, forced me to quit my hold, ani 
abandon my only treaſure upon earth, to the rude inſults 
the cruel tyrant.— O! death, how doſt thou rend aſunde 
whom love had knit, and ſympathy made one!” Oh! ho 
little friends can do for us in the laſt agonies!—My only r 
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., 


fage now was prayer: I was conſtrained to beg my friends 
to join me in entreating the Lord to ſhorten her pains, and 
give her an eaſy paſiage. He heard us, and with our prayer 
her foul alcended in ſweet compoſure, to the throne of 
God, (having waſhed her robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb,) leaving her POPE companions 


behind, 


« Still toſt {4 on a ſea of diſtreſs, 
Hard tolling to make the bleſt ſhore.” 


But ſhe has gained the port, and entered into reſt. She 
has exchanged a world of miſeries for everlaſting joys. Her 
pains are for ever. over, her wants completly {atisfied. 
Many fall as ſudden, but not ſo fate.” She was taught to 


love Chriſt on earth, and is gone to him ſhe loved. She 


gave evident and inconteſtible proofs of her converſion, for 
the ſpace of about nine years, and was made at length more 
than conqueror through him that loved us. 


« The ſaint {urviv'd it 
« But the woman died.” 


Death could do no more. He could take only what was 
mortal, and that but for a time. Her precious fleſh, conſe- 
crated to the Redeemer, now refts in hope; and ſhall one 
day feel again the power of his quickning voice ; riſe from 
her duſty bed, triumphant over ſin, death; and hell, and 
wich the innumerable trophics of his victory, flouriſh in im- 
mortal youth. 


Kind reader, offer with me one ſigh to heaven, that you 
| and 
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and I may be there, to fill ſome humble poſt in the aulpi- 
cious train of our glorious Emanuel. 


“Make haſte to follow me, was the laſt ſolemn charge 
of my moſt dear partner. I ſeem to trace her flight, and as 
ſhe ſoars, ſhe ſtill ſpeaketh, © make haſte to follow me.” 
May God write theſe awful words upon my heart! and ena- 


ble me to ſhew my love to the deceaſed, in endeavouring to 
fulfill her dying injunction. 


My dear reader, whoſoever thou art, learn by my fad 
experience to place no inordinate dependance on any carth- 
ly enjoyment. All things beneath the ſun are periſhing in 
the uſing, while we are the moſt eagerly graſping they ſlip 


from our arms, and take their everlaſting flight, laying the 
keeneſt anguiſh behind. | 


Of; joys departed, never to return, how painful the re- 
membrance.“ 
—Let us learn then to ſet our affectpns on things above, 
and not on things on the earth. This will not leſſen our 
real enjoyment of any thing in life, it will make our ſepara- 
tion abundantly the mpre eaſy ; and give us the beſt ſecurity 
for the conſummation of the unſpeakable bleſſing of pureft 


friendſhip, with every other bliſs, in a glorious Eternity, 
where annoyances Can never come. 


If my reader is in the bloom of youth, and vigour of life, 
permit me to ſuggeſt two things, 1ſt. This narrative ſhews 
that youth and beauty give no ſecurity from the arreſts of 
death. Thirty-three was the utmoſt extent of the years of 

the 
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the ſubject of theſe pages, who was one of the moſt beautiful 
of her ſex, My dear young friend, boaſt not of to-morrow, 
preſume not upon flattering hopes of future time, nor put off 
the important work of repentance another day. It may be 
while thou art reading thele pages, that death may looſen 
the ſilver cord, and ſhake the paper from thy hand: O make 
haſte and delay not, © ſeek the Lord while he may be found, 
and call upon him while he is near. 


2dly. Here is another evidence for the advantages of ear- 
ly picty. At twenty-four, when moſt are buſily employed 
about the thoughts of marriage, and other ſecular and do- 
mellic joys, ſhe was taught to look above, and to ſeek firſt 


the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs; and happily . 


proved, that to know #nd enjoy Chriſt in life and in death, 
is advantage.—T have frequently heard her, as I have many 
others, ſorrowſully lament that ſhe had not known the bleſ- 
lings of religion ſooner ; but I never heard of one that be- 
gan too ſoon, 5 


When carnal] youthfpl paſſions meet with ſuitable e objefas, 
in a carnal world, they entirely indiſpoſe the mind for re- 
ligion, and make it to be looked upon as an enemy to real 


happineſs, an intruder in all companies, or as irkſome ſhack- 


les to en ſlave the feet of thoſe that were free born. But 
a great cloud of witneſſes have proved, by long experience, 


(and one lately added to their number) that religion only is 


capable of truly liberating, and enobling the human mind; 


and that conſequently it refines our happineſs, is the liſe of 


all company and converſation, and chat this only will bring 
a man peace at the laſt——A human creature, deſtitute of 


all religion, deſerves moſt properly to be called a rational 
| | brute, | 
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brute, 'enſlaved by carnal paſſions, and brutſh appetites 


which will ceriainly terminate in cverlaſting ruin, if grace 
prevent not. 


Another thing was evident in my molt dear departed 
friend, viz. that chriſtian prudence, and holy reſolution will 
farmount all difficulties, and conquer ail oppoſitions. There 


are many who complain of vindrances | in tlie way to Heaven, 


whereas too frequently they are themſelves the greateſt hin- 
drance. Ill timed, and ill tempered zcal, frequently un— 


does by overdoing, proves very injurious to thoſe who are 


poſſeſſed of it, and all about them; while the zeal of « t hers 
does not riſe high enough to-ſuppreſs their natural inclinati- 
ons to folly and vanity, and therefore have no room to blame 
other people for their hindrances; they naturally preponde- 
rate towards the earth, and centre in corruption and non- 
ſenſe. The grace of God inſpires the minds of his ſaints 


with the wiſdom of the Serpent, the courage of a Lion, and 


the harmleſsneſs of a Dove, which no difficulties nor op— 
poſitions will be able to conquer; but like the palm tree, 
the more it is cruſhed, the more it grows. Be encouraged 
then ye feeble-minded followers of the Lamb, while he is 
wiſe; good, and ſtrong, ye need not fear. His grace is ſuf— 
ae. and out of his, fullneſs have ye received. Look un- 

to Jeſus for wiſdom, ſtrength, and righteouſnels, and you 
{ſhall certainly find that he 1s greater that is in you, than he 
that is in the world. . 


To the pious of all denominations, I would yet add. —My 
dear brethren and companions in tribulation, and in the 
kingdom and patience of Chriſt Jeſus; you receive addi- 
tional joy from this narrative; your ſouls kindle into holy 
rapture at ſeeing the Redeemer gather ſouls to himſelf, lead 
them 


_ a 
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hem through the intricate mazes of this life, and land 
hem ſafely on Canaams happy ſhore. A thouſand witneſſes 
4 Wiſe to confirm you in your holy faith, and exemplary con- 
i} Muct, who all teſtify that you have not followed a cunningly 
re Weviſed fable. If indeed religion were only a dream, as 
any would inſinuate, it is ſuch a pleaſing dream, that one 
1. (ould not wiſh to be awaked out of it. 


re * In hope of glory to be quite involv'd, 
13 To {mile at death, and long to be difloly'd, 
j. From our diſeaſe, a pleaſure to receive, 

1c And kindle into tranſport at a grave: 


» 


e What equals this?“ *Vöoñ 


n- ; 
ts Put that there is a reality and a real exceliconcy im religion, 
1d he death of the ſaints do abundantly teſtify, for 


e, f Religion's force divine is beſt diſplay'd 
d In deep deſerdon of all human aid.” 


— 
Go 
Prey 


if. To conquer all the tendereft leclings of nature; ta break 
n- rough the ſtrongeſt ties of human aittettions ; deliberately 
zu P take a final leave of kuſband and children ;-— — friends 
de Hat are dearer than life itſelf. To imite at the difappointed 
torts of phyſicians and friends, and to triumph over the 
aſt enemy, the king of terrors, and that in the prime of 
ie, is ſomething fo far above the power of- human nature, 
1e at we ſhould not wonder at the molt ungodly ſay ing,“ Let 
li- pe die the death of the righteous, and let my laſt end be 
ly Me his.” | 


m Only, my dear chriftian brethren, let us know our call- 
g, and walk worthy of it. Our caulc will hold us out, it 
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18 worthy of all we can poſſibly beſtow upon it, and thoug 
we meet with difficulties in the way, (and who does not? 
yet we have ſuper-ahounding Grace, and the end everlaſt 
ing Life. Let us then be encouraged, my dear friends, tc 
renew the light. We have a good cauſe, divine ſupport 
and an everlaſting reward of glory. Many of our dea 
[riends have gone before, and loudly call upon us to follo 
aſter. © Fear not to go down into Egypt for I will go wit 
thee there,” was the encouraging word of the Lord, to the 


Father of the Faithful; and this is enough! Thou who hall 


been the guide of our youth, ſhalt be our ſupport in declin 
ing age; our comfort in death; and our portion for ever 


« Then welcome harmleſs grave, 
By thee to Heaven I'll go.” 


Permit me to ſuggeſt one thing more to the inhabitants of 


Dock at large. My dear friends and neighbours, among 


whom I have bcen lately brought to ſojourn, ſuffer, from a 
ſtranger, who ſincerely wiſhes your ſouls happinels, the 
word of exhortation. I appeal to the impartial obſervatior 
of every perſon of candour within theſe precincts, whethe 
there have not been a very great reformation in {ome hun 
dreds of the inhabitants of this place, within theſe laſt! tue 
years. Drunkards are become ſober; Lyars ſpeak the truth 
Blaſphemers rcvere the name of God; Smugglers pay the 
King his dues ; extravagant Prodigals learn frugality, anc 
Miſers liberality, and common Fighters and Brawlers no 
live in peace with all men. 


Many families, who I know, could hardly get bread tc 
eat, or raiment to put on, but were running in every-bodl 
debt, throught the extravagance of the huſband, or wife, 0 
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both, now live comfortably, appear decently, and pay every 
one their own.; and what is greater, theſe very people, who 
then trembled at the thoughts of death, and the fears of 


hell, are now rejoicing in the knowledge of ſalvation, and 
the hopes of glory. 


To what may all this be attributed ? Not to the civil laws, 
wholeſome as they are; nor to the diligence of magiſtrates, 
in execution of the laws ; nor yet to the common eſtabliſhed 
cuſtoms of religion: But I venture to aſſert, and pledge 
myſelf to prove, that it is chieily to be attributed, (as the 
means under God, ) to {imply preaching Chriſt, and him cru- 
cified; and without paying any undue reſpe& to the pecu- 
liarities of modes or opinions, by which the chriſtian world 
has been divided, I will venture to ſay, that thoſe Miniſters 
who have kept the cloſeſt to the doctrines contained in, and 
connected with, Feſus Chriſt and him Cruciſied, have been 
the moſt happily favoured, and bleſt with ſeals to their Mi- 
niſtry, and honoured with a ſhare in this great work of re- 
formation. The Goſpel is ſtill the ſame as it ever was, 
« The power of God unto ſalvation to every one that be- 
lieveth.” If God by his own power do thus ſtill caſt out 
devils, know then, my dear friends, that the kingdom of 
God is come unto you.—lt has frequently been obſerved 
by many judicious and pious men, that wherever God has 
cauſed a revival of religion in any age or nation, there have 
generally a ſcourge come aſter, to try the faithful, and to 
puniſh the diſobedient. What method God may take with 
us, we cannot tell, but ſometimes judgment begins at the 
houſe of God, that the wicked may take warning. I think 
there were as many burials, as days in the week, in this 


town, the week that my dear wife was called away, and 
many ſcores have gone ſince. 


Theſe 


? 
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Theſe are ſolemn warnings. © Who next ſhall be ſum- 
mon'd away ?” 


: O Dock, Dock, Dock ! hear the word of the Lord, and 
know, 1n this the day of thy viſitation, the things that helong 


unto thy peace, before they are for ever hid from thine 
eyes. 
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. 9 4 4, for Country, read County. 
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